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generalist in their approach – hence I gained a 
broad experience in hospital design, superstore 

planning, town centre 
regeneration, masterplanning 
and mixed-use projects. I 
stayed around long enough to 
create an impressive personal 
portfolio of built work in 
each practice. 

In the early Nineties, many 
global architecture firms 
opened London studios to 
service the beginning of what 
was to become a trillion-dollar 
construction boom in the 
Middle East, including firms 

such as WATG, HOK, RTKL and Woods Bagot. 
Through these new collaborations, I was 
introduced to international hotel design, and I 

University. Looking back, I realise that the duality 
of skills from my right and left brain gave me a 
strong foundation for a 
successful career in this 
profession. But I certainly had 
catching up to do in terms of 
all-round knowledge, which 
mainly occurred whilst 
working, not on the course.

How did you come to form 

Scape Design? 

There were several key 
insights and events that led 
me to create my own design 
studio. Professionally, I worked 
my way from graduate to practice principal whilst 
working for several renowned design practices. 
By definition, most landscape design studios are 
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What was your route into the industry?

My pathway into landscape design was certainly 
not typical. I have a degree in chemistry, but 
always sought out creative and outdoor pursuits, 
such as painting, life drawing, travelling, with a 
passion for exploring the natural world. 

During my final exams I was introduced to a 
landscape architecture student and was 
fascinated and wanted to know more. As a 
chemistry graduate, it took some convincing but 
I was accepted on a number of Masters 
conversion courses, and chose Manchester 
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